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Preface

This document is designed to inform future change 
to farmsteads, particularly changes of use and non-
agricultural development proposals to farmstead 
sites. It has been written in order to support East 
Staffordshire Borough Council�s Supplementary 
Planning Document on the Re-use of Rural 
Buildings. 

http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/Services/Pages/
PlanningPolicyLocalDevelopmentFramework.aspx

Historic farmsteads make a fundamental 
contribution to local distinctiveness and a sense of 
place, through their varied forms, use of materials 
and the way that they relate to the surrounding 
landscape and settlement. Structural changes in 
the farming industry have required farmers to 
construct new buildings that economise on labour 
and conform to animal welfare regulations, and 

the future of historic farm buildings is increasingly 
dependent on �nding a use for which they were 
not originally intended. Future change in historic 
farmsteads is inevitable if they are to be retained 
as a distinctive part of the rural landscape. This 
can be achieved in ways which are based on an 
understanding of variations in the character and 
signi�cance of farmsteads, and their sensitivity to 
and potential for change. 

This document can assist in the preparation of 
planning applications, listed building consent and 
for the preparation of Heritage Statements and 
Design and Access Statements. It can also be used 
by individuals and groups with an interest in their 
place, such as those undertaking Village Design 
Statements. 

 

Authorship and Copyright

This guidance has been written by Jeremy Lake of English Heritage, with the assistance of Sarah McCann of 
East Staffordshire Borough Council�s Planning Policy Service and Suzy Blake, Historic Environment Record 
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PART 2 	 UNDERSTANDING FARMSTEAD CHARACTER

This map shows the area subdivisions outlined on pages 7�8
















































