
 

 
EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
REPORT COVER SHEET 

 

Title of Report:  
Appraisal of a Landlord Accreditation and Selective 
Licensing Scheme  

Meeting of: Cabinet  

Date:  15th August 2016 

Is this an Executive 
Decision:  

YES 

Is this a Key Decision: NO 

Is the Report Confidential: NO 

If so, please state relevant 
paragraph from Schedule 
12A LGA 1972:  

N/A 

 
Essential Signatories: 
 
ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN THE NAME OF A HEAD OF SERVICE 
 
 
Monitoring Officer: Angela Wakefield 
 
 
Date ………………….         Signature ……………………….. 
 
 
Chief Finance Officer: Sal Khan 
 
 
Date ………………….         Signature ……………………….. 
 

 



 
 

Page 2 of 14 

   
 

 
OPEN 

 

 
EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
Report to Cabinet 

 
Date: 15 August 2016 

 
REPORT TITLE:  Appraisal of a Landlord Accreditation and Selective 

Licensing Scheme  
 
PORTFOLIO:  Regulatory Services 
 
HEAD OF SERVICE:  Paul Costiff  
 
CONTACT OFFICER: Rachel Liddle Ext. No. x1838 
 
WARD(S) AFFECTED:  Anglesey 
 

 
 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1. To appraise the introduction of landlord accreditation and selective licensing 

as additional sanctions to improve the condition of private rented 
accommodation within East Staffordshire. 
 

2. Executive Summary 
 

2.1. Selective licensing schemes and landlord accreditation schemes are 
discretionary powers that are available to use to improve housing standards in 
the area. 
 

2.2. Generally the private rented sector provides good quality accommodation in 
East Staffordshire with landlords providing decent, well managed properties. 
However there are a concentrated number of landlords that neglect their 
responsibilities for safe housing, overcrowding their properties and abusing 
their role as landlord.  
 

2.3. It is proposed to provide advice and information on landlord accreditation by 
signposting landlords to a number of larger, national landlord accreditation 
schemes. These schemes are voluntary, and act as a recognition scheme for 
landlords to demonstrate that they meet a high level of property standards and 
tenancy management. It is anticipated that these schemes will be utilised by 
landlords to assist and support them in providing decent, good quality, well 
managed rented accommodation.  
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2.4. To specifically target landlords that provide poor quality and poorly managed 

properties it is proposed to designate an area of East Staffordshire as a 
selective licensing scheme. Selective licensing, if introduced would require all 
privately rented properties within the designated area to be licensed, for which 
the landlord would be required to pay a fee and comply with a range of 
conditions designed to improve property and management standards.  
 

2.5. Following extensive research into a range of areas suitable for selective 
licensing, the eastern area of Anglesey has been identified as most 
appropriate for the introduction of selective licensing. This area accounts for 
the highest amount of housing related complaints within East Staffordshire; 
house prices are below the average for East Staffordshire with a high amount 
of vacant properties and the rates for anti-social behaviour and crime are also 
high for the area. It is proposed to conduct a 10 week consultation exercise on 
the proposal for which a consultation document has been produced and is 
attached as Appendix 1. 
 

2.6. The following streets and postcodes fall within the area which is proposed to 
be designated as a selective licensing area: 
Streets: All Saints Croft, Bailey Street,  Blackpool Street, Branston Road, 
Broadway Street, King Street, Queen Street, Rose Cottage Gardens, Trent 
Street, Watson Street, Wood Street. 
Postcodes: DE14 3AB, DE14 3AE, DE14 3AF, DE14 3AG, DE14 3AH, DE14 
3AL, DE14 3AN, DE14 3AP, DE14 3AQ, DE14 3AR, DE14 3AS, DE14 3AT, 
DE14 3AW, DE14 3BB, DE14 3BS, DE14 3BT, DE14 3BY, DE14 3EA, DE14 
3GP, DE14 3LR, DE14 3NB, DE14 3TW  
 

3. Background 
 
3.1 The private rented sector accounts for 13.8% of the housing stock (Census 

2011) and has risen from 6.95% (Census 2001) to 13.8% in 2011. Whilst this 
figure is below the national average (19%) the proportion of rented 
accommodation is concentrated in certain areas of the borough. 

 
3.2 The private rented sector is an important part of the housing stock as it 

provides homes for a variety of residents at different stages in their housing 
pathway, including aspiring first-time buyers, people who enjoy the flexibility of 
short tenancies, those unable to access social housing and those who are 
supported into the sector to prevent them from becoming homeless. However, 
this steep growth in the private rented sector presents a number of challenges 
relating to housing quality, management and the limited security of tenure.  

 
3.3 In the last 3 years, 900 complaints about poor housing conditions have been 

received by the Environmental Health Team, with 400 being received in the 
last 12 months. As a comparison to the overall amount of private rented 
accommodation in East Staffordshire, complaints affect 6% of the private 
rented sector, which are concentrated within several areas of East 
Staffordshire, mirroring areas in which the percentage of private rented 
accommodation is greatest.  
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3.4 This suggests that overall there are a high proportion of landlords that provide 

good accommodation, however there are a concentrated number of landlords 
that provide poor quality accommodation.  

 
3.5 Housing complaints are assessed under the Housing Act 2004 using the 

Housing Health and Safety Rating System to carry out statistical based risk 
assessments on dwellings. It focuses on identifying and tackling the hazards 
that are most likely to be present in housing and most likely to impact on the 
health and wellbeing of the occupants. Its intention is to make homes healthier 
and safer to live in. The system considers 29 separate hazards which are 
assessed separately, and if judges to be serious with a high score, is deemed 
to be a category 1 hazard. All other hazards are called category 2 hazards. If 
a category 1 hazard is identified in a home, it has a duty to take the most 
appropriate action.  

 
3.6 The majority of complaint investigations identify category 1 hazards which can 

seriously impact on the health, safety and wellbeing of tenants, for which a 
range of enforcement sanctions are used to enforce compliance. However our 
intervention is currently dependent on a tenant making a complaint. This 
means that tenants are often living in poor conditions until a complaint has 
been made and investigated, and are often scared of harassment and eviction 
should action be required. This suggests that there is a large amount of 
unreported rented properties that are in a poor condition.  

 
3.7 Whilst the majority of landlords and tenants have good relationships whereby 

the responsibilities of the tenants and landlords are clear, this is not the case 
in all areas. Issues identified through complaint investigations show that an 
alarming rate of tenants do not hold tenancy agreements and are often 
unaware of who their landlord is, or where their rent goes; similarly where 
tenants are identified to be causing anti social behaviour, the landlord does 
not get involved in resolving issues, allowing the situation to escalate. When 
privately rented accommodation is neglected or poorly managed the impact 
on tenants who live in the properties and the local community can be 
considerable. Combined with a transient population with little or no connection 
to an area, this often leads to an increase in anti-social behaviour and crime. 
Areas that have a high level of rented accommodation correlate with high 
levels of complaints for property conditions, antisocial behaviour and crime. 
They tend to be areas with a high number of empty properties, high turnover 
of residents and are known by locals as undesirable areas in which to live.  

 
3.8 In April 2014 East Staffordshire Borough Council commissioned BRE, an 

agency that provides advice on achieving better buildings, communities and 
businesses, to undertake a dwelling level private sector housing stock 
modelling exercise to provide information on key housing and energy 
variables. The information is derived from a series of models which make use 
of Experian UK Consumer Dynamics Database using a range of statistical 
measures. The survey and associated report focuses on private sector 
housing and the rate of Category 1 Housing Health and Safety Rating 
Hazards found in the stock, providing information to enable resources to be 
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targeted at areas in need of intervention. The Stock Modelling report was later 
incorporated into a Housing Stock Model Strategy for Private Housing in 2014 
which provides the basis for the Council’s approach to improving the quality of 
private sector housing and identifies the parts of the Borough most in need of 
housing improvements. The strategy has identified a number of potential 
initiatives that may be used to improve housing standards, these include: 
3.8.1  Targeted campaign aimed to raise awareness of landlord’s 

responsibilities for private rented housing 
3.8.2 Targeted initiative for unlicensed HMOs to improve compliance with 

housing legislation 
3.8.3 Improve relations with landlords and increase awareness of landlord, 

letting agent and tenant responsibilities and rights 
3.8.4 Develop and implement a project for improving the quality of housing in 

the Anglesey ward. 
3.8.5 Deliver improvement measures to the 75 dwellings in the poorest COA 

(Census Output Area) for Disrepair 
  
3.9 This report addresses two sanctions that are available to improve standards of 

private rented accommodation; landlord accreditation and selective licensing. 
 

4. Contribution to Corporate Priorities 
 

4.1. Protecting and Strengthening Communities- Love Where You Live: The 
improvement of housing conditions will contribute to the provision of a strong, 
healthy and vibrant private sector housing market that offers security, stability 
and decency to tenants and landlords. 
 

5. Landlord Accreditation 
 

5.1. Landlord accreditations schemes are voluntary schemes that landlords may 
subscribe to. All private sector landlords who own residential properties for 
rent in England and Wales are eligible to apply for accreditation.  
 

5.2. The main benefit of being an accredited landlord is being able to advertise to 
prospective tenants that you are accredited and therefore you adhere to a 
high standard of property standards and tenancy management.  
 

5.3. East Staffordshire Borough Council does not have a landlord accreditation 
scheme, as this type of scheme can be resource intensive to run, and due to 
the high amount of larger schemes that offer extensive benefits, a locally 
designed accreditation scheme is not appropriate. 
 

5.4. Landlord accreditation is however a useful tool that is often used by 
responsible landlords. It helps to assist landlords to fulfil their legal 
responsibilities and drive up standards in the private rented sector. For this 
reason it is proposed to signpost landlords to several national landlord 
accreditation schemes using the council website. The following accreditation 
schemes are proposed: 
5.4.1. National Landlords Association Accreditation Scheme 
5.4.2. Midland Landlord Accreditation Scheme 

http://www.landlords.org.uk/support-advice/landlord-accreditation
http://mlas.org.uk/
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5.4.3. Residential Landlords Accreditation Scheme 
5.4.4. Dash Services 
5.4.5. East Midlands Landlord Accreditation Scheme 
 

5.5. Each scheme will individually have its own benefits for members but the aim is 
to actively promote and provide recognition to those landlords who keep to 
good standards and management practices. 
 

5.6. The provision of information relating to landlord accreditation will also 
contribute towards the selective licensing scheme as detailed below. 
 

6. Selective Licensing Scheme 
 

6.1. The Housing Act 2004 enables Councils to use selective licensing as part of a 
wider set of measures to encourage landlords to provide good quality housing 
within their communities and to address issues of anti –social behaviour, 
crime and low demand within the areas.  
 

6.2. The private rented sector performs an essential role in the Council’s housing 
market, offering flexibility and choice, with potential to support economic 
growth as well as meet housing needs.  The Council wants to ensure that 
standards are high across the private rented sector.  The Selective Licensing 
Scheme will form a part of a wider set of measures that seek to address 
issues within the private rented sector associated with anti- social behaviour 
and low demand. 
 

6.3. East Staffordshire’s private rented sector has many good, responsible 
landlords and agents. However the sector does have problems. Many 
landlords are not professional or portfolio-holder landlords, owning only one or 
two properties, and have little experience or understanding of their legal 
responsibilities. Additionally, they are not always familiar with the day to day 
duties that go with owning and managing rental properties in which other 
people make their homes. These issues are exacerbated within the proposed 
designated area. Some landlords are criminal, deliberately neglecting their 
responsibilities for safe housing, overcrowding their properties and abusing 
their role as landlord. 
 

6.4. The introduction of a Selective Licensing Scheme will afford East Staffordshire 
Borough Council the power to require that all private landlords and agents 
who own or manage residential property in the designated area  register their 
properties by making an application for a licence for each property. This will 
result in a clear understanding of where these properties are, who the landlord 
or manager is and the condition of the property as every property will be 
inspected and the appropriate safety certificates (i.e. annual gas safe 
certificate) will need to be provided as part of the scheme. Occupancy levels 
will also be controlled and monitored to manage overcrowding in the area. 
 

6.5. Selective licensing is a discretionary licensing scheme that the Council is able 
to introduce to an area that has a high level of privately rented 
accommodation where one or more of the following criteria are met: 

http://www.rlaas.co.uk/
http://www.dashservices.org.uk/
http://www.emlas.org.uk/
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6.5.1. That the area is suffering from low housing demand 
6.5.2. That the area is suffering from anti-social behaviour 
6.5.3. That the area is suffering from poor property conditions 
6.5.4. That the area has a high level of migration 
6.5.5. That the area has a high level of deprivation 
6.5.6. That an area has a high level of crime  
 

6.6. For a council to introduce a selective licensing scheme, the criteria specified 
above must be met as set out in the Housing Act 2004 and regulations made 
thereunder.  
 

6.7. In March 2015 the Department for Communities and Local Government 
produced a document titled ‘Selective licensing in the private rented sector- A 
guide for local authorities’ which sets out the criteria for making a selective 
licensing scheme and suggests the type of evidence needed to support a 
designation. This document has been used to produce the proposal to 
introduce a selective licensing designation in east Staffordshire, which is 
presented in Appendix 1. 
 

6.8. The designation is proposed with the focus on improving housing conditions 
but also on the basis of low housing demand, anti-social behaviour, 
deprivation and crime. The proposal considered an extensive range of data 
based on either ward or Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) from the Census, 
Office of National Statistics, Staffordshire Observatory, Public Health England, 
and BRE to identify the most suitable area in which to designate a selective 
licensing scheme. 
 

6.9. A designation covering the whole borough has been considered as unsuitable 
and does not meet the criteria. Furthermore, in a letter to local authorities sent 
in March 2015, the Minister of State for Housing and Planning outlined the 
Governments view on ‘blanket’ schemes, stating: “Licensing can play an 
important role when it is strictly focused on discrete areas with specific 
problems.   However,  the  blanket  licensing  approach  adopted  by  some  
local authorities  has  major  drawbacks. This  is because  it  impacts  on  all  
landlords  and places additional burdens on reputable landlords who are 
already fully compliant with their obligations, thereby creating additional 
unnecessary costs for reputable landlords which are generally passed on to 
tenants through higher rents.   The vast majority of landlords  provide  a  good  
service  and  the  Government  does  not  believe  it  is  right  to impose 
unnecessary additional costs on them, or their tenants. Such an approach is 
disproportionate and unfairly penalises good landlords.” 
 

6.10. Areas based on Lower Super Output Areas were therefore considered as an 
appropriate size for the proposed designation. These areas consist of 
approximately 1500 residents and are defined by the Office of National 
Statistics. East Staffordshire has 73 Lower Super Output Areas which fall 
within 21 electoral wards. This size of area will enable resources to be 
targeted to an area of greatest need to gain a greater impact. 
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6.11. The data was initially filtered by identifying all LSOAs that have a high level of 
private rented accommodation (above 19%), which identified 16 LSOAs. 
These areas fall within 6 wards; Anglesey, Branston, Burton, Eton Park, 
Horninglow and Shobnall.  
 

6.12. A specific geographical area of East Staffordshire known as East Staffordshire 
011C met all relevant criteria and was deemed most suitable for adopting a 
licensing scheme. This area will be used to introduce a pilot selective 
licensing scheme for which the full rationale for the chosen area is contained 
in section 5 of Appendix 1.  The area falls within Anglesey ward and is located 
in the East of the ward as shown below: 
 

 
 

6.13. This specific area contains 667 households with a population of 1681, 40% of 
properties (271) fall within the private rented sector.  
 

6.14. The area suffers from a wide range of issues including poor property 
standards, poor management, low housing demand, high levels of anti social 
behaviour and crime and  is classed as one of the more deprived areas in 
England. In particular this area of Anglesey ward accounts for the highest 
amount of housing related complaints within East Staffordshire; house prices 
are below the average for East Staffordshire with a high amount of vacant 
properties and the rates for anti-social behaviour and crime are also relatively 
high for the area. 
 

6.15. The concentration of private rented properties in the area is significantly 
higher than average and the impact is therefore more keenly felt by the 
community.   
 

6.16. The Selective Licensing Scheme is considered necessary to engage with the 
less responsible private landlords who do not proactively manage their 
properties, or address unacceptable levels of poor behaviour by tenants. 
 

6.17. Landlords will be required to take ownership of their management 
responsibilities thus increasing the prospect of long-term trouble-free renting.  
This in turn will make the sector a more valuable asset to the area and 
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prevent it from falling further into a low demand area. The Selective Licensing 
Scheme will extend housing choice and increase the confidence of occupiers 
within the area.   
 

6.18. Selective licensing requires that landlords meet the ‘Fit and Proper Person’ 
criteria. Landlords who have been convicted of serious offences, including 
housing offences, may not be able to obtain a licence. 

 
6.19. Landlords will have to pay a fee upon application and this income will cover 

the running costs of the scheme.  The fee has been set to include a lower fee 
for landlords that are part of specified accreditation schemes. This is so that 
responsible landlords that already meet a landlord accreditation scheme 
standard are not burdened by the full cost of a licence. Furthermore, the 
resources involved in considering the application for a landlord that is 
accredited is considerably less than an unaccredited landlord as several 
checks and tests have already been completed. The fee structure will also 
drive up standards as landlords may use accreditation as a means to reduce 
the licence fee, whilst also demonstrating that their properties are well 
managed and meet the required standards. 
 

6.20. The proposed fee structure is shown below: 
 

Fee Structure Fee per property (£) 

Accredited Fee 500.00 

Standard Fee  680.00 

Late Application 700.00 

  

Administration Charges Fee per property 

Incomplete Application 30.00 

Variation Fee 50.00 

Application for Temporary 
Exemption Notice  

50.00 

*Applicable to a landlord that is accredited with a signposted landlord accreditation scheme 

 
6.21. The selective licensing scheme will set a number of conditions for the 

standard of the property and good management practice. Appropriate training, 
advice and support will be provided through the landlord relationship manager 
and landlord forums covering the necessary improvements required to bring 
properties up to standard. Proper application of the scheme will raise 
standards in the area and improve the economic viability of the housing stock.  
 

6.22. Where landlords are unwilling to or are unable to meet the requirements of 
licensing, the housing enforcement policy will be followed. Failure to comply 
may lead to prosecution – the costs being recovered through court-imposed 
financial penalties – and/or East Staffordshire Borough Council could take 
over the management of the property. 
 

6.23. The  council  has  considered  whether  there  are  any  courses  of  action,  
other  than selective licensing, that might achieve the same objectives in the 
proposed area. After careful consideration, the council has come to the 
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conclusion that a further selective licensing  designation  is  the  most  
appropriate  course  of  action  in  the  circumstances, and that it will 
significantly assist it in achieving the above-mentioned objectives.  
 

6.24. The scheme also aims to reduce the burden on responsible landlords which 
has been fulfilled by identifying a reduced fee for accredited landlords and by 
setting fair licence conditions that responsible landlords will already have in 
place. 
 

6.25. A program for the delivery of the project is in Appendix 2. If, following the 
consultation, the project is launched and delivered; a review will follow 
providing details of the pilot outcomes and recommended next steps.    . 
 

6.26. It is proposed that the proposed selective licensing proposal is advertised for 
consultation for 10 weeks.  
 

6.27. We will consult on this selective licensing proposal in the following ways: 
 

6.28. Direct mailings by letter - 
 

6.29. A letter explaining the proposal and inviting responses will be sent to:  
o Property owners in the proposed area, both freehold and 

leasehold;  
o Current houses in multiple occupation and named managers; 
o Addresses in the proposed area, both residential and 

commercial; 
o Residents and businesses in roads surrounding the proposed 

area;  
o All known letting/managing agents operating in East 

Staffordshire.  
 

6.30. Persons receiving a direct mailing will be encouraged to respond online, but 
the option to make a response via a freepost address will be available 
 

6.31. Direct  mailing  will  ensure  that  all  landlords,  owner-occupiers,  residents  
and  local businesses, in and around the proposed area, will be individually 
contacted.  
 

6.32. Public and social media - 
 

6.33. The consultation will be fully publicised on the council’s website at 
www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk, where  online  responses  can  be  made.  This  
document  will  also  be  available  to download as a pdf document. 
 

6.34. Advertisements will be placed in local papers during the consultation period, 
and press releases will be issued.   
 

6.35. The  council’s  Twitter  and  Facebook  accounts  will  also  publicise  details  
of  the consultation 
 

http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/
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6.36. Landlord Forums - 
6.37. Specific presentation will be made at landlords forums during and following 

the consultation period.  
 

6.38. The following landlord associations will be consulted directly by email: 
6.38.1. National Landlords Association (NLA);  
6.38.2. Residential Landlords Association (RLA); and  
6.38.3. Midlands Accreditation Scheme 
 

6.39. Partner Organisations - 
 

6.40. All partner Organisations will be consulted via letter e.g. Police, Fire & Rescue 
Service, Staffordshire County Council, PHE, DWP, UK Border  
Agency, etc 
 

6.41. Landlord drop-in sessions - 
 

6.42. The  council  will  hold  two  bookable  drop-in  sessions  specifically  for  
landlords  and letting/managing agents.  
 

6.43. A public open day will be held within Anglesey which will be advertised on the 
initial consultation letter 
 

6.44. Public notices publicising the consultation will be fixed to lamp posts in and 
around the proposed area for the duration of the 10 week consultation.   
 

6.45. Access to paper copies of this consultation document -  
 

6.46. Copies  of  this  proposal  and  associated  leaflets  will  be  available  to  view  
at  The Maltsters and the Customer Service Centre for the duration of the 
consultation.  
 

6.47. Following  the  ten-week  public  consultation,  the  council  will  carefully  
review  all representations made. A report will then be resubmitted for 
consideration and decision.   
 

6.48. Should a decision to be made to designate the area for the purposes of 
selective licensing, it is proposed that the designation would become 
operative on 1 April 2017 and last for a period of five years.  These timescales 
may be subject to change in the event of unforeseen circumstances. 
 

7. Financial Considerations 
 

7.1. The main financial issues arising from this Report are as follows: 
 

7.2. Any Selective Licensing scheme should recoup the total costs of the scheme 
adopted over the schemes 5 year duration. 
 

7.3. The costs below have been calculated in accordance with recommended 
accounting practice and reflect the expected time taken to complete all the 
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identified aspects of the work required for the licensing scheme profiled over 
the 5 year duration of the scheme. 
 

Project Cash Flow 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
 

 
Yr 0 Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr 5 Total 

 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Set up Costs 17,050 
     

17,050 
Annual Operating 
Costs 

 
49,531 48,756 29,011 24,127 21,799 173,224 

Total Expenditure 17,050 49,531 48,756 29,011 24,127 21,799 190,274 
No of licences per 
year 

 
100 80 40 30 30 280 

Fee per licence 
      

680 

        Total Income 
 

67,955 54,364 27,182 20,387 20,387 190,274 

Yearly 
surplus(+)/deficit(-) -17,050 18,424 5,609 -1,829 -3,741 -1,412 0 

 
7.4. These give an indicative fee per licence of £680 based on 280 anticipated 

licences.  The fee may vary following the consultation process based on the 
final scheme adopted and will be subject to review each year.  

 
7.5. This section has been approved by the following member of the Financial 

Management Unit: Anya Murray 
 

8. Risk Assessment and Management 
 

8.1. The main risks to this Report and the Council achieving its objectives are as 
follows: 
 

8.2. Positive (Opportunities/Benefits): 
8.2.1. Higher standards of management by ensuring landlords and agents are 

clear about their responsibilities 
8.2.2. Better housing conditions and a reduction in overcrowding 
8.2.3. Improved image and perception of the area making it a more desirable 

place to live 
8.2.4. Improved ability for landlords to deal with rogue tenants 
8.2.5. Reduction in crime and anti-social behaviour 
8.2.6. Improved waste management/reduction in overgrown gardens 
8.2.7. Increased number of landlords that are part of an accreditation scheme 
 

8.3. Negative (Threats): 
8.3.1. Increase in vacant properties  
8.3.2. Increase in homelessness 
8.3.3. Negative impact on neighbouring boroughs of displacing bad landlords 

and challenging tenants 
 

8.4. The risks do not need to be entered in the Risk Register. Any financial 
implications to mitigate against these risks are considered above. 
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9. Legal Considerations  
This section has been approved by the following member of the Legal Team: 
Angela Wakefield 

9.1. The main legal issues arising from this Report are as follows. 
 

9.2. Part 3 of the Housing Act 2004 sets out the scheme for licensing private 
rented properties in a local housing authority area. Under section 80 of the Act 
a local housing authority can designate the whole or any parts of its area as 
subject to selective licensing. Where a selective licensing designation is made 
it applies to privately rented property in the area.  
 

9.3. With effect from 1st April 2015 a local housing authority will now need to apply 
to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Secretary 
of State) for confirmation of any scheme which would cover more than 20% of 
their geographical area or that would affect more that 20% of privately rented 
homes in the local authority area. 
 

9.4. Under the new arrangements if a local housing authority makes a designation 
that covers 20% or less of its geographical area or privately rented properties, 
the scheme will not need to be submitted to the secretary of state, provided 
that the authority has consulted for at least 10 weeks on the proposed 
designation. 
 

9.5. The proposed designated area covers 4% of privately rented properties and 
less than 1% of the geographical area of East Staffordshire. The designation 
shall therefore be available for consultation for at least 10 weeks. 
 

9.6. Should the scheme be designated then the selective licensing scheme will 
come into force three months after the designation has been made.   
 

10. Equalities and Health 
 

10.1. Equality impacts: The subject of this Report is a proposal for a policy, 
strategy, function or service that is new or being revised. An equality and 
health impact assessment has not been completed, but will be completed 
following completion of the proposed consultation. 
 

10.2. Health impacts: The outcome of the health screening question does not 
require a full Health Impact Assessment to be completed. An equality and 
health impact assessment will be considered following completion of the 
proposed consultation.  
 

11. Human Rights 
 

11.1. There are no Human Rights issues arising from this Report.  
 

12. Sustainability (including climate change and change adaptation measures) 
 

12.1. Does the proposal result in an overall positive effect in terms of sustainability 
(including climate change and change adaptation measures) Yes 
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12.2. Please detail any positive/negative aspects: 

 
12.2.1. Positive (Opportunities/Benefits 
12.2.2. Improved energy efficiency of private rented accommodation 

 
12.2.3. Negative (threats) 
12.2.4. None 

 
13. Recommendation(s) 

 
13.1. To approve the signposting of a landlord accreditation scheme on the East 

Staffordshire Website 
13.2. To approve a 10 week consultation for the proposal to introduce a selective 

licensing designation in East Staffordshire  
 

14. Background Papers 
 

14.1. Selective licensing in the private rented sector- A guide for local authorities 
 

15. Appendices 
 

15.1. Appendix 1: Proposal to Introduce a Selective Licensing Designation in East 
Staffordshire 

15.2. Appendix 2: Program of delivery 
 
 


