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Foreword 
 
{ǘŀǇŜƴƘƛƭƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛvering its corporate priority of 
a cleaner, ǎŀŦŜǊΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ оул Iŀ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ contribute much 
to what attracts people to live and work in the Borough and provides ample opportunities for all to lead healthier more enjoyable lives. As such, the drive to 
improve quality in our most valuable green spaces is one which I support and commend. In particular, our ambition to achieve a Green Flag Award for 
Stapenhill Gardens is one I totally support and wish the officers and the local community every success in this endeavour. 

 
 

 
Cllr Bernard Peters 
Deputy Leader for Environment  
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Introduction 
 
Stapenhill Gardens is predominantly formal in style and retains much of its original layout, now complemented by a small play area.  The backdrop for this 
park is truly inspiring with extensive views of the river, enhanced by many floral beds which add a vibrancy of colour. Though split by St Peters Bridge, the 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ȅŀǊŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴǘƻ Stapenhill Hollows and The Woodland Walk.  
 
In 1933 Henry Goodger a successful solicitor, gave the land adjoining the former Stapenhill House and its garden to the public as a pleasure ground; in 
memory of his late mother.  The Goodgers were significant local figures of the time. Miss Mary Goodger also of Stapenhill House, had been elected as the 
first woman Councillor in 1923, and she went on to become the first woman mayor of Burton in 1931.  
 
Stapenhill Gardens occupies a central location on the eastern side of Burton upon Trent.  Its location is historically significant in that it sits adjacent to the 
eastern end of the Ferry Bridge; provided by Sir Michael Arthur Bass (later Lord Burton) in 1889 to replace a previous ferry service.  The viaduct was 
provided the following year and this created a second safe cross point across the Trent Washlands, linking the settlement of Stapenhill with the commercial 
centre of the town.  Prior to this as many as 17,000 people per month used the ferry to cross the river but the route across the Washlands was muddy and 
treacherous.   ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфур ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜntral portion of 
the park, but reinforcing the strategic location of Stapenhill Gardens.  
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The addition of the Gardens was the last component of an area of formal parkland to be opened up to public enjoyment in the heart of Stapenhill, providing 
extensive opportunity for the people of Burton up Trent to relax in civilised surroundings. The public park it created covers 11.7 Ha and stretches along 
1250 metres of ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōŀƴƪǎ. The park can be divided into three distinct sections: Stapenhill Gardens, Stapenhill Hollows and The 
Woodland Walk. All three will be considered in this plan. ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƪ ƛǎ .ǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мурт ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
pleasure ground by Mr Edward Cliff a local beer house keeper. In 1865 it was taken over by the Burton Improvement Commissioners and arbours and 
bandstands were built on site. This complemented the adjacent Municipal Cemetery which was opened in 1866.  
 
The area of the Gardens now known as The Dingle was originally titled, Stapenhill Zoological Pleasure Gardens and boasted amongst its attractions a bear 
pit and two !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 
Stapenhill Gardens ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪsΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ public open space in Burton upon Trent, providing a focal 
point and gateway onto the Trent WashlandsΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ϧ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ 
Strategy 2009. Specifically: 
 
3 To invest in ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΤ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Stapenhill Gardens, the Remembrance and Memorial Gardens, to ensure that the 

communities local heritage is preserved and developed for current and future generations 

 
3 The aspiration for parks provision is to improve quality as a priority. Therefore, ŀƭƭ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪǎΩ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ the quality threshold (reflecting the Green 

Flag pass mark) should be increased to high quality in the short term (within five years).  
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, © Crown 

Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.   Licence No. 100010575 (2009)

Stapenhill Gardens - Management Zones

Green Spaces Serv ice

Millers Lane, of f  Derby  Street

Burton upon Trent

Staf f ordshire

DE14 2NS

Tel: 01283 508724

Fax: 01283 563408

E-Mail: greenspaces@eaststaf f sbc.gov .uk

www.eaststaf f sbc.gov .uk

%

Not to scale

The Woodland Walk

Church View

Stapenhill Hollows

Stapenhill Gardens

The area of Stapenhill Gardens, Stapenhill Hollows and The Woodland 
Walk is considered through out this plan in the zones identified here. 
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Floral Beds 

Giant Swan 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ мнΩǎ 

Public toilets & car park 

Riverbank steps 

Band Stand 

Pedestrian Bridge linking the two 
halves of Stapenhill Gardens 

Brighter Borough bed 

Car Park 

Riverbank paths leading to woodland walk 


