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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the Outdoor Sports Assessment prepared by Knight Kavanagh & Page (KKP) and 
forms part of a wider PPG17 Open Space, Sport & Recreation Study. It focuses on 
reporting the findings of the extensive research, consultation, site assessment, data 
analysis and GIS mapping that underpins the study.   
 
This factual report provides an audit based assessment of both quantitative and 
qualitative sport and recreation facilities in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 17 and the Companion Guide entitled ñAssessing Needs and Opportunitiesò 
published in September 2002.  The specific objectives of this audit and assessment are to 
provide: 
 
3 A comprehensive audit of existing provision of different types of sport and recreation 

facilities detailing quantity, quality, accessibility and wider value to the community.  
3 An accurate assessment of supply and demand for sport and recreation facilities. 
3 A robust evidence base to enable East Staffordshire Borough Council (ESBC) to 

develop planning policies as part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) and 
other local development documents. 

 
Report structure 
 
Sports facilities 
 
This report incorporates an assessment of pitch and non pitch sports facilities in 
accordance with methodologies provided by Sport England. It provides a quantitative 
summary for the provision of sports facilities in East Staffordshire and as such is 
complimentary and adds value to existing sports facilities plans. The following facilities 
are included, as recommended within PPG17 and Towards A Level Playing Field. The 
report is structured as follows: 
 
3 Part 2:  General issues 
3 Part 3:  Playing pitch assessment 
3 Part 4:  Football pitches 
3 Part 5:  Cricket pitches 
3 Part 6:  Rugby pitches 
3 Part 7:  Hockey pitches 
3 Part 8:  Athletics tracks 
3 Part 9:    Bowling greens 
3 Part 10:  Tennis courts 
3 Part 11:  Golf courses 
 
Open spaces 
 
The study also incorporates an assessment of open spaces considering the supply and 
demand issues for provision in East Staffordshire.  Each part contains relevant typology 
specific data.  This can be found separately in a report entitled óOpen Space 
Assessmentô. 
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Analysis areas 
 
For the purposes of this report, East Staffordshire has been divided into five analysis 
areas (shown below) to create a more localised assessment of provision and for 
examination of facility surplus and deficiencies at a local level. The use of analysis areas 
allows local circumstances and issues to be taken into account.  
 
Figure 1.1: Analysis areas in East Staffordshire 
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PART 2: GENERAL SPORTS ISSUES 
 
Introduction 
 
Consultation with users and non-users of sports facilities across East Staffordshire 
covered many issues with regard to facilities in the area.  Sport and facility specific issues 
are covered in the relevant sections of this report. This section sets out generic issues 
that cut across more than one sport/facility, including summary of the citizens panel 
survey. 
 
Active People 
 
The Active People Survey 2005/06 (AP1) was a survey of over 360,000 adults aged 16 
and over living in England. At least 1,000 telephone interviews were carried out in every 
local authority in England. Sport England developed a diagnostic tool (APD) to help use 
the results of the survey. 
 
It gathered data on the type, duration and intensity of people's participation in different 
types of sport and active recreation, as well as information about volunteering, club 
membership, tuition from an instructor or coach, participation in competitive sport and 
satisfaction with local sports provision. 
 
It was repeated with smaller sample sizes, between October 2007 and 2008 (AP2). The 
difference between the results for AP1 and AP2 are not statistically significant for East 
Staffordshire and the AP2 results are not yet available to use on APD. Therefore, the 
results displayed below are based on AP1. 
 
Nationally, AP2 results highlight: 
 
3 Over two million adults in England (age 16 and over) volunteer in sport for at least 

one hour a week. This has increased by 125,000 between 2005/6 and 2007/8 (from 
1.92 million adults to 2.04 million adults).  

3 There has been no change in the percentage of the adult population who receive 
tuition between 2005/6 and 2007/8.  

3 Between 2005/6 and 2007/8 there has been a statistically significant decrease in the 
percentage of the adult population that take part in organised competition, and the 
percentage of the adult population that are members of a club where they play sport. 

3 Satisfaction with local sports provision has significantly declined from 2005/6 to 
2007/8 
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East Staffordshire  
 
Table 2.1 below shows the AP2 survey results for the East Staffordshire local authority in 
comparison to the England and the Sport England Region of the West Midlands; as well 
as those for the nearest neighbours1. The results are discussed in more detail below. 
 
Table 2.1 AP2 results  
 

Area KPI 1 KPI 2 KPI 3 KPI 4 KPI 5 KPI 6 Walk Cycle 

% % % % % % % % 

National  21 4.7 25.1 18 15 69.5 20 7.8 

West Midlands  19.3 4.7 23.5 16.4 13.9 69.1 18.4 6.7 

Crewe & Nantwich  19 4.8 24 14.9 14.7 74 18.9 7.8 

Kettering  19.3 6.3 22.6 15.6 13.9 65.8 20.3 7.7 

NW Leicestershire  22 6.4 22.9 18.7 15.9 74.1 23.1 8.3 

East Staffordshire  22.8 5.2 27.3 18.6 14.3 71.7 20.7 8.1 

 

KPI 1 At least 3 days a week x 30 minutes moderate participation  

KPI 2 At least 1 hour a week volunteering to support sport  

KPI 3 Club member  

KPI 4 Received tuition from an instructor or coach in last 12 months  

KPI 5 Taken part in organised competitive sport in last 12 months  

KPI 6 Satisfied with local sports provision  

Walk At least one recreational walk lasting 30 minutes at moderate intensity  

Cycle At least one recreational cycle for at least 30 minutes at moderate intensity  

 
AP1 found that 23% of those people surveyed in East Staffordshire participated in sport 
at least three days a week for 30 minutes at a moderate level, which places the local 
authority in the middle 50% of national participation; above the national average.  
 
Walking at least three times a week for 30 minutes was found in AP1 to be higher in East 
Staffordshire (21%) than the comparable areas, with the exception of North West 
Leicestershire, as shown in table 2.1 above. 
 
Of those surveyed, almost three quarters (72%) of people were satisfied with local sports 
provision, which is above the national average (69.5%) and higher than the majority of the 
comparable areas. However, levels of satisfaction were found to be marginally lower by 
AP2 (67%). The community consultation, as discussed later in the report, helps to shed 
some light on the causes of the dissatisfaction. 
 
The APD also illustrates the 'expected' participation rate. This means that a broad range 
of socio-demographic variables are taken into account and allowed for. This information 

                                                
1
 According to www.cipfastats.net East Staffordshireôs top three nearest neighbours are Crewe and Nantwich, 

Kettering, and North West Leicestershire.  

 

http://www.cipfastats.net/
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can enable those developing and promoting sport locally to assess their relative levels of 
participation compared with what might be expected. By doing so it provides an 
opportunity to identify areas delivering levels of participation above what would be 
expected and to learn from their experience. Local authority areas can be assessed in 
three different ways, as shown in figure 2.11 below:  
 
3 According to their actual sport participation rates (as measured in the AP1) (blue 

bars).  
3 According to their expected sport participation rates (red bars). This is the sport 

participation rate a local authority area is expected to achieve, given its socio-
economic profile. In this way for example, high income areas (positive influence) 
might be expected to have higher sport participation than low income areas.  

3 According to the variation between the actual and expected sport participation rates 
(white bars).  

 
Figure 2.1: expected versus actual participation 

 
Figure 2.11 above shows that East Staffordshire has a participation level which is above 
the expected level by just over 2% which is a positive result, and more favourable than its 
comparable authorities. This means that the local authority should not only continue with 
current initiatives/programs but also build on current delivery to drive up participation. 
 
Clubmark 
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ólove of sportô. Its stated vision is to give more people of all ages the opportunity to 
participate in high quality competitive sport through developing an integrated and 
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by a high quality club and competition structure. 

21.00%

19.04% 19.27%

21.96%
22.80%

-2.39% -2.51%

-0.03%

2.26%

-5.00%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

National Crewe &

Nantwich

Kettering North West

Leicestershire

East

Staffordshire

Participation Expected participation Variation



EAST STAFFORDSHIRE 
PPG17 OPEN SPACE, SPORT & RECREATION STUDY 
 
 

June 2009 3-024-0809 Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 6 

 

Sports clubs, and, in particular, Clubmark clubs directly support this aim for young people. 
Clubmark accredited clubs are externally assessed to ensure they achieve minimum 
operating standards, regardless of the NGB to which they affiliate. Evidence collected 
independently of NGBs suggests that they have, over the past two years, increased junior 
participation, raised the number of active, qualified coaches and improved levels of coach 
qualification, thus making them, in their own view and that of the evaluators, more 
effective and sustainable community sports clubs.  

 
East Staffordshire has 20 Clubmark clubs plus a further 17 óworking towardsô. This is 
equivalent to just over 4% of the regional total of 539 Clubmark clubs. This is a 
reasonable contribution to the regionôs total. 
 
General issues 
 
There has been a significant reduction in the availability of sports provision in East 
Staffordshire, particularly in Burton through the loss of industrial sports and social clubs 
for example, BTR, Pirelli and Burton Hospital and Forest of Needwood School. This is a 
continuing problem, with current applications including Foxes Biscuits in Uttoxeter hoping 
to secure development of one football pitch. However, the potential development of sports 
facilities affects a range of sports from bowling greens to tennis courts to playing fields.  
 
Open space owned by Burton College in Rolleston is currently under utilised due to a lack 
of access granted by the College. ESBC Leisure and East Staffordshire Sports Council 
have pressed the college over several years to allow access to this land for community 
use but the College has not co-operated. Local demand currently exists for tennis court 
provision and for junior football pitches (these are explored further within the relevant 
section of the Report).  
 
There is a significant amount of under utilised education related playing fields across East 
Staffordshire. Community use of school sites is sporadic and highly dependent upon the 
approach taken by school personnel. Schools with particularly good levels of community 
use of their grass playing fields include: Abbott Bayne and Paget High School. However, 
this is not without problems, particularly in relation to access to changing accommodation. 
In addition, Robert Sutton and Thomas Alleynes have good community use of their astro 
turf facilities.  
 
A significant quantity of playing field space exists on private school land, including 
Denstone College and Abbotsholme School for example. School fixtures tend to reduce 
the capacity of pitches to cater for community use, however, there is some spare capacity 
due to the high standard of pitch quality and this should be explored further if demand for 
more pitches is identified.    
 
This report explores the current and future demand for provision on a sport by sport basis 
and adds value to the evidence required to determine the need for these facilities. 
 
Usage 
 
Less than half (45%) of respondents in East Staffordshire have used outdoor sports 
facilities in the last 12 months, one quarter (24%) of whom do so at least once a week or 
more often.  52% of all users are aged 25 ï 44. There is also a difference in usage by 
gender 62% of respondents using facilities are male and 38% are female. 
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Figure 2.2: Frequency of visits to outdoor sports facilities in the previous 12 months 
  

 
Accessibility 
 
Despite 50% being unable to comment on preferred travel times, the largest proportion of 
respondents (16%) will travel by car or bus to reach outdoor facilities. This illustrates the 
need for adequate parking/transport links to outdoor sports facilities.  
 
Figure 2.3: Time prepared to travel to access outdoor sports facilities 
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A half (51%) of respondents consider the availability of outdoor sports facilities to be 
average or good. However, 16% of respondents think the availability is poor or very poor, 
53% of whom are female and 62% are aged 45 ï 64.  
 
Figure 2.4: Availability of outdoor sports facilities 

 
Quality 
 
Outdoor sports facilities in East Staffordshire are considered by just over half (54%) of 
respondents to be average/good. Reflecting where the majority of provision exists, the 
majority of residents from Burton East and West rate quality of provision as average 
(56%). When asked to state the two most important ways in which outdoor sports can be 
improved, citizens panel respondents identified a wide range of improvements.  The main 
ways identified include providing more provision and better/more maintenance of pitches. 
 
Figure 2.5: Quality of provision of outdoor sports facilities 
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PART 3: PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
This section of the assessment report is the Playing Pitch Assessment and covers outdoor 
sports facilities. It predominately focuses on reporting the findings of the extensive 
research, consultation, site assessment, data analysis and GIS mapping work. It does not, 
at this stage, incorporate provision standards or site-specific recommendations (in relation 
to meeting deficiencies and dealing with surpluses). Once the facts outlined in this report 
(including site information, number of teams etc.) have been agreed, a strategy and action 
plan will be developed. 
 
National context 
 
Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 
 
PPG 17 defines outdoor sports facilities as those with either natural or artificial surfaces 
and either publicly or privately owned and includes: 
 
3 Sports pitches. 
3 Tennis courts. 
3 Bowling greens. 
3 School and other institutional playing fields. 
3 Other outdoor sports areas. 
 
As outlined in the introduction to the accompanying óOpen Spaces Assessment Reportô, 
PPG 17 recognises the value of outdoor sports facilities along with other types of open 
spaces in delivering the following broad Government objectives: 
 
3 Supporting an urban renaissance. 
3 Supporting rural renewal. 
3 Promotion of social inclusion and community cohesion. 
3 Health and well-being. 
3 Promoting more sustainable development. 
 
Assessing Needs & Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG 17 
 
The Companion Guide states the long-term outcomes, which PPG 17 aims to deliver as: 
 
3 Networks of accessible high quality open spaces and sport and recreation facilities, 

in both urban and rural areas, which meet the needs of residents and visitors, are fit 
for purpose and economically and environmentally sustainable. 

3 An appropriate balance between new provision and the enhancement of existing 
provision. 

3 Clarity and reasonable certainty for developers and landowners in relation to the 
requirements and expectations of local planning authorities in respect of open space 
and sport and recreation provision. 

 
In order to deliver these aims, each local authority needs to establish local needs and 
opportunities and develop and apply provision standards in a way, which is equitable to 
both developers and local communities. 
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The Companion Guide outlines a five-step approach to deliver the aims: 
 
3 Step 1: Identifying local needs. 
3 Step 2: Auditing local provision. 
3 Step 3: Setting provision standards. 
3 Step 4: Applying provision standards. 
3 Step 5: Drafting policies. 
 
Towards a Level Playing Field 
 
The aims and objectives outlined in Planning Policy Guidance 17 (PPG 17) and the 
Companion Guide are reiterated in the Sport England playing pitch strategy methodology, 
óTowards a Level Playing Fieldô (February 2003).  
 
It should be noted that óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô only deals with the assessment of 
playing pitch provision and does not cover assessments for other outdoor sports facilities. 
However, the principles and basic methodology can be applied to the assessment of these 
other sports. 
 
The benefits of having a playing pitch strategy are identified as follows: 
 
Corporate and strategic 
 
3 It ensures a strategic approach to playing pitch provision. 
3 It provides robust evidence for capital funding. 
3 It helps deliver government policies. 
3 It helps demonstrate the value of leisure services. 
3 It helps the Best Value process. 
 
Planning 
 
3 It provides a basis for establishing new pitch requirements arising from new housing 

developments. 
3 It is one of the best tools for the protection of pitches. 
3 It provides a holistic approach to open space improvement and protection. 
 
Operational 
 
3 Can result in more efficient use of resources. 
3 Quality of provision can be enhanced. 
 
Sports development 
 
3 It helps identify where community use of school sports pitches is most needed. 
3 It provides better information to residents and other users of sports pitches. 
3 It promotes sports development and can help unlock latent demand. 
 
The approach and guidance outlined in óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô are fully endorsed 
by Sport England and the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) as the 
appropriate methodology to provide detailed local assessments of playing pitch 
requirements and as such have been used in this study. 
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Fields In Trust (FIT) previously National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) 
 
Both PPG 17 and óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô identify the need to develop local 
standards of provision for playing pitches and other outdoor sports facilities. Traditionally, 
the óSix Acre Standardô (reviewed in 2007 by FIT) has been used. This recommends a 
minimum standard of 1.6 hectares (four acres) per 1,000 people for outdoor sports. Within 
this, there is to be a specific allocation of at least 1.2 hectares (three acres) of land for pitch 
sports. The balance (i.e. 0.4 hectares or one acre) is required for non-pitch sports including 
athletics, tennis and bowls. In addition, childrenôs play areas make up the remaining 0.8 
hectares per 1,000 population or two acres. 
 
However, PPG 17 now requires local authorities to undertake detailed local assessments to 
provide evidence as a basis for developing a local standard, taking into account the quality, 
capacity and accessibility of outdoor sports facilities rather than just the quantity. 
 
óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô does not give definitive instruction on how to calculate local 
standards for sports pitches but advises that the following need to be taken into 
consideration: 
 
3 Only pitches available for community use should be included. 
3 Quality of pitches. 
3 Provision of changing facilities. 
3 Pitch capacity. 
3 Future population estimates. 
 
Playing pitch strategy methodology 
 
The assessment and analysis in this report are based on Sport Englandôs (SE) playing pitch 
strategy methodology, óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô (2003). This document outlines 
specific criteria for assessing the quantity, quality, capacity and accessibility of playing 
pitches and ancillary facilities. These criteria and the principles of the assessment have 
also been applied to outdoor sports facilities other than pitches.  
 
óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô provides clear guidance on the assessment of supply and 
demand for sports pitches and the types and levels of analysis, which need to be carried 
out in order for the local authority to plan effectively to meet local needs. These include: 
 
3 The playing pitch model (PPM). 
3 Team generation rates (TGRs). 
3 Local standards for provision. 
 
Playing Pitch Model (PPM) 
 
The PPM is a temporal supply and demand analysis and is largely used as a numerical, 
model. There are three main ways in which the model is used: 
 
3 To reflect the existing situation using data on existing teams and pitches. 
3 To test the adequacy of current provision by manipulating the variables in the model. 
3 To predict future requirements for pitches, by incorporating planned pitches and 

projected changes in population and participation. 
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An eight-stage process is outlined to produce the PPM: 
 
Stage 1: Identify teams/team equivalents. 
Stage 2: Calculating home games per team per week. 
Stage 3: Assessing total home games per week. 
Stage 4: Establishing temporal demand for games. 
Stage 5: Defining pitches used/required on each day. 
Stage 6: Establishing pitches available. 
Stage 7: Assessing the findings. 
Stage 8: Identifying policy options and solutions. 
 
The first seven stages of this process are covered in this report. Stage 8 will be covered in 
the final report. 
 
The óelectronic toolkitô, which accompanies óTowards A Level Playing Fieldô, provides tools 
for collecting some of the information above. 
 
Teams have been identified via consultation with leagues, local authority officers (pitch 
booking records), as well as with governing bodies of sport (NGBs) and clubs.  
 
óTeam equivalentsô refers to use of pitches by groups other than those playing formal 
matches. This includes school games lessons, club and school training sessions, sports 
development sessions etc. By including these in the ódemand equationô a more accurate 
picture is presented. Information from schools and clubs is collected using the electronic 
toolkit school and club questionnaires. 
 
Establishing the number of pitches that are available is largely achieved through site visits. 
All local authority playing pitch sites have been visited by KKP, either accompanied by local 
area grounds maintenance managers or unaccompanied. All secondary schools have also 
been visited. Audit information for private and voluntary sector clubs was gathered in a 
variety of ways: 
 
3 Face to face consultation/site visit. 
3 Postal questionnaire. 
3 Telephone questionnaire. 
 
Community use 
 
The term community use has been adopted to determine those facilities with ósecured 
community useô and includes: 
 
3 All local authority facilities.  
3 School facilities where they are subject to formal community use agreements. 
3 Other institutional facilities that are available to the public as a result of formal 

community use agreements. 
3 Any facilities that are owned, used or maintained by clubs/private individuals and 

which, as a matter of policy and practice, are available to large sections of the public 
through membership of a club or through an admission fee. 
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Pitch quality information 
 
It should be noted that the club and school questionnaires and the non-technical pitch 
assessment sheet in the electronic toolkit all have different scales for rating the quality of 
pitches and ancillary facilities. On this basis, KKP uses the ónon-technical pitch assessment 
sheetô to assess all pitches in order that consistent information is presented. 
 
The pitch assessment sheet is a ótick boxô assessment, which rates various elements of 
pitch quality with a separate assessment sheet for changing accommodation. It should be 
noted the pitch assessment also takes into account whether changing rooms and car 
parking exist on the site. However, the total pitch score is not significantly affected. 
 
This information is scored, converted into a percentage (of the highest score possible) and 
also into a qualitative rating. The qualitative ratings for pitch quality are:  
 
3 90% +  An excellent pitch 
3 64-90%  A good pitch 
3 55-64%  An average pitch 
3 30-54%  A below average pitch 
3 Less than 30% A poor pitch 
  
For ease of analysis KKP has reduced this to a three-point scale. In this report pitches are 
rated as: 
 
3 An excellent pitch or good pitch = good quality. 
3 An average pitch = adequate quality. 
3 A below average pitch or poor pitch = poor quality. 
 
The qualitative ratings for changing accommodation quality are listed as: 
 
3 90% +  Excellent  
3 60-89%  Good 
3 40-59%  Average 
3 30-39%  Poor 
3 Less than 30% Very poor 
 
Copies of the assessment sheets can be found in the appendices. 
 
Capacity 
 
KKP has developed a capacity rating for each pitch site i.e. football and rugby based on the 
quality rating given to pitches on the site and the number of teams currently playing at the 
site (identified through league handbooks, local authority booking sheets and consultation 
with clubs). These capacity ratings assist with the identification of sites for 
improvement/development, rationalisation etc.  
 
Play refers to temporal demand or when the teams play. A figure of 1.0 in this column for 
instance would be representative of two teams using that pitch on a home and away basis 
(every other week).  This means that that pitch is receiving one game at that time every 
week. This is taken from the 2004/05 season. 
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Calculation of capacity is based on the qualitative ratings. Taking into consideration SE 
guidelines on capacity the following was concluded: 
 
3 If a pitch is rated as ógoodô its capacity is specified as two matches per week.  
3 If a pitch is rated as óacceptableô its capacity is specified as one match per week. 
3 If a pitch is rated as ópoorô its capacity is specified as one match every other week.  
 
A colour coded rating is then given by comparing the above information: 
 
3 Red - the pitch is being used over capacity.  
3 Amber - the pitch is played to capacity. 
3 Green - the pitch is being used under capacity. 
Where it is indicated that the level of provision is ósufficientô, this indicates that none of the 
pitches in the area (for the particular sports), are rated as poor quality and/or played óover 
capacityô, nor has any latent demand been identified by users. This is not to say that 
improvements to sites are not required. Conversely, where an insufficient level of provision 
has been identified this is because one or more sites/pitches have been rated as poor 
quality and/or are being over-played and/or latent demand has been expressed. 
 
Following consultation with league secretaries it is noted that U15, U16 and U17 teams play 
on senior sized football pitches. The capacity rating does not take into account this type of 
play i.e. juniors playing on senior pitches. Where a large number of junior/mini teams play 
on a site, particularly if they are playing on senior pitches this can result in pitches being 
overplayed on the capacity rating. Many pitches can withstand more mini/junior matches 
than the equivalent number of senior games.  
 
There are a number of provisos that need to be taken into account as there may be some 
discrepancies between the visual rating and the consultation comments: 
 
Schools may have been rated as poor via the SE rating and acceptable/good through 
consultation. This may arise as the SE quality assessment increases rating if there is 
changing accommodation available. A number of the schools however, do not make 
changing accommodation available for community use. 
 
Team generation rates (TGRs) 
 
TGRs indicate how many people in a specified age group are required to generate one 
team based on current population and participation. TGRs for each pitch sport and each 
age group have been calculated. 
 
TGRs can be used with the PPM for modelling purposes, e.g., by looking at population 
projections, future TGRs can be estimated. If these are entered into the PPM, it is possible 
to predict whether current supply would meet future demand. 
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Consultation 
 
A variety of consultation methods have been used to collate information about leagues, 
clubs, county associations and national/regional NGBs.  
They are generally as follows: 
 

Consultee Method of consultation 

Local authority officers Face to face interview 

League/county association 
representatives 

Face to face/ telephone interview 

Football clubs Face to face, postal questionnaire, telephone interview 

Cricket/rugby/hockey/tennis clubs Face to face, postal questionnaire, telephone interview 

Bowls clubs Postal questionnaires, telephone interview 

Secondary schools Postal questionnaire/telephone interview 

Primary and junior schools Postal questionnaire 

Regional governing body officers Face to face, telephone interview 

 
Local sports development officers, county associations and regional NGBs officers gave 
advise about which clubs should be included in the face-to-face consultation. Issues 
identified by football clubs returning questionnaires were also followed up by telephone or 
face-to-face interviews. 
 
Sports specific summary 
 
The following sections summarise the local administration of the main outdoor sports in 
East Staffordshire.  
 
This section provides a quantitative summary of provision and a map showing the 
distribution of facilities. It also provides information about the availability of facilities to the 
local community and, the NGB of each sport and regional strategic plans (where they exist). 
Details of local leagues are provided in order to outline the competitive structure for each 
sport. The findings of club consultation and key issues for each sport are summarised. 
 
KKP has covered all sports for which there is currently organised, structured play on 
outdoor facilities. It is recognised that additional outdoor sports could also be developed on 
facilities in East Staffordshire. Therefore, the sports covered are as follows: 
 
3 Part 4: Football 3 Part 9: Bowls 
3 Part 5: Cricket 3 Part 10: Tennis 
3 Part 6: Rugby 3 Part 11: Golf 
3 Part 7: Hockey  
3 Part 8: Athletics  
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PART 4: FOOTBALL 
 
Introduction  
 
The Staffordshire County Football Association (SCFA) is responsible for the development 
and administration of football in East Staffordshire. However, due to the proximity of some 
clubs to other county boundaries there is some affiliation to other County FAôs such as 
Birmingham and Derbyshire. The majority of clubs in Burton for example, affiliate to 
Birmingham County FA.  
 
A large number of leagues operate in the area providing football from Under 7ôs through 
to open age, predominately servicing senior men and junior boys. The majority play in the 
Burton Junior Football League. 
 
There is a variety of pitch ownership and management across East Staffordshire from 
ESBC to parish councils such as Anglesey Parish Council and private industrial sports 
and social clubs such as Marstonôs Sports and Social Club. The majority of clubs do not 
own their own facilities and this creates some issues around security of tenure, as is 
further detailed later in this section. 
 
Playing Pitch Strategy 2002 
 
The 2002 East Staffordshire Playing Pitch Strategy found that: 
 
3 There are 142 football teams playing in the Borough. 
3 There are additional pitches identified that do not currently accommodate secured 

public use.  The majority of these are school pitches, which often accommodate 
school use only. 

3 Mini pitches are at full capacity and often accommodate up to 3 games on one day 
There is a small deficiency of junior pitch provision to meet peak demand. There is a 
healthy surplus of senior football pitches to meet peak demand. 

3 No toilets or changing rooms at 6 sites. Changing room only at some sites ï in some 
cases this was vandalised and not secure. Some sites, particularly provision as part 
of Industry Sports and Social Clubs have excellent changing and social facilities. 

 
Current provision 
 
Table 4.1: Summary of pitches available for community use and teams by analysis area 
 

Analysis area No. of available pitches No. of teams 

Senior Junior Mini Senior 
menôs 

Senior 
womenôs 

Junior 
boys 

Junior 
girls 

Mini-
soccer 

Burton East 13 1 - 12 - 19 - 1 

Burton West 12 18 6 1 1 58 39 87 

Rural 1 11 1 1 6 - 14 2 1 

Rural 2 5 4 1 7 - 13 - - 

Uttoxeter 4 - - 8 - 4 - - 

EAST STAFFORDSHIRE 45 24 8 34 1 108 41 89 

 



EAST STAFFORDSHIRE 
PPG17 OPEN SPACE, SPORT & RECREATION STUDY 
 
 

June 2009 3-024-0809 Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 17 

 

Shobnall Leisure Complex provides the largest number of pitches in the Borough, 
including 10 junior football pitches. Belvedere Park Sports & Social Club also provides a 
significant number, including seven junior pitches. 
 
The total number of football teams playing in East Staffordshire has increased from 142 
teams in 2002 to almost double (273 in 2009). This is mainly due to increases in mini and 
junior football. 
 
There has been a decline in the number of pitches available for use in East Staffs as 
pitches on works sites have been sold or work sites have closed. There has been a 
significant reduction in the availability of sports provision, particularly through the loss of 
industrial sports and social clubs for example, BTR, Pirelli and Burton Hospital and Forest 
of Needwood School. 
 
Figure 4.1:Location of football pitches in East Staffordshire  
 

 






































































































































