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Foreword 
 
{ǘŀǇŜƴƘƛƭƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛvering its corporate priority of 
a cleaner, ǎŀŦŜǊΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ оул Iŀ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ contribute much 
to what attracts people to live and work in the Borough and provides ample opportunities for all to lead healthier more enjoyable lives. As such, the drive to 
improve quality in our most valuable green spaces is one which I support and commend. In particular, our ambition to achieve a Green Flag Award for 
Stapenhill Gardens is one I totally support and wish the officers and the local community every success in this endeavour. 

 
 

 
Cllr Bernard Peters 
Deputy Leader for Environment  
 



Stapenhill Pleasure Gardens ς Management Plan 2009-2013 
 

  2  East Staffordshire Borough Council 
 

Introduction 
 
Stapenhill Gardens is predominantly formal in style and retains much of its original layout, now complemented by a small play area.  The backdrop for this 
park is truly inspiring with extensive views of the river, enhanced by many floral beds which add a vibrancy of colour. Though split by St Peters Bridge, the 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ȅŀǊŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴǘƻ Stapenhill Hollows and The Woodland Walk.  
 
In 1933 Henry Goodger a successful solicitor, gave the land adjoining the former Stapenhill House and its garden to the public as a pleasure ground; in 
memory of his late mother.  The Goodgers were significant local figures of the time. Miss Mary Goodger also of Stapenhill House, had been elected as the 
first woman Councillor in 1923, and she went on to become the first woman mayor of Burton in 1931.  
 
Stapenhill Gardens occupies a central location on the eastern side of Burton upon Trent.  Its location is historically significant in that it sits adjacent to the 
eastern end of the Ferry Bridge; provided by Sir Michael Arthur Bass (later Lord Burton) in 1889 to replace a previous ferry service.  The viaduct was 
provided the following year and this created a second safe cross point across the Trent Washlands, linking the settlement of Stapenhill with the commercial 
centre of the town.  Prior to this as many as 17,000 people per month used the ferry to cross the river but the route across the Washlands was muddy and 
treacherous.   ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфур ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜntral portion of 
the park, but reinforcing the strategic location of Stapenhill Gardens.  
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The addition of the Gardens was the last component of an area of formal parkland to be opened up to public enjoyment in the heart of Stapenhill, providing 
extensive opportunity for the people of Burton up Trent to relax in civilised surroundings. The public park it created covers 11.7 Ha and stretches along 
1250 metres of ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōŀƴƪǎ. The park can be divided into three distinct sections: Stapenhill Gardens, Stapenhill Hollows and The 
Woodland Walk. All three will be considered in this plan. ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƪ ƛǎ .ǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мурт ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
pleasure ground by Mr Edward Cliff a local beer house keeper. In 1865 it was taken over by the Burton Improvement Commissioners and arbours and 
bandstands were built on site. This complemented the adjacent Municipal Cemetery which was opened in 1866.  
 
The area of the Gardens now known as The Dingle was originally titled, Stapenhill Zoological Pleasure Gardens and boasted amongst its attractions a bear 
pit and two !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 
Stapenhill Gardens ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪsΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ public open space in Burton upon Trent, providing a focal 
point and gateway onto the Trent WashlandsΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ϧ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ 
Strategy 2009. Specifically: 
 
3 To invest in ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΤ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Stapenhill Gardens, the Remembrance and Memorial Gardens, to ensure that the 

communities local heritage is preserved and developed for current and future generations 

 
3 The aspiration for parks provision is to improve quality as a priority. Therefore, ŀƭƭ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪǎΩ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ the quality threshold (reflecting the Green 

Flag pass mark) should be increased to high quality in the short term (within five years).  
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, © Crown 
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Stapenhill Gardens - Management Zones

Green Spaces Serv ice

Millers Lane, of f  Derby  Street

Burton upon Trent

Staf f ordshire

DE14 2NS

Tel: 01283 508724

Fax: 01283 563408

E-Mail: greenspaces@eaststaf f sbc.gov .uk

www.eaststaf f sbc.gov .uk

%

Not to scale

The Woodland Walk

Church View

Stapenhill Hollows

Stapenhill Gardens

The area of Stapenhill Gardens, Stapenhill Hollows and The Woodland 
Walk is considered through out this plan in the zones identified here. 
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Floral Beds 

Giant Swan 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ мнΩǎ 

Public toilets & car park 

Riverbank steps 

Band Stand 

Pedestrian Bridge linking the two 
halves of Stapenhill Gardens 

Brighter Borough bed 

Car Park 

Riverbank paths leading to woodland walk 
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General Description 
 
The southern side of the park adjacent to Main Street has formal floral beds. The area is generally square with its portions well defined by floral beds. This 
area also contains the majority of the facilities present in the park, which include a play area, public toilets including a radar operated disabled toilet, two 
small car parks, seating and picnic benches and the iconic giant concrete swan which has attracted visitors to Stapenhill Gardens for more than 50 years and 
is the epitome of the gardens.  
 
/Ǌƻǎǎ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
church or via the riverbank walk which leads you onto the church bank and back into the more sedate half of the gardens.   Approximately 3,300 square 
metres this strip is very formal in appearance and largely given over to memorial benches and seating.  
 
There are two main entrances, the first on Main Street, well defined with gates and railings, the second off Ferry Street both have car parks plus access is 
also possible via a public footpath that links Stapenhill Gardens with the Ferry Bridge as well as along the river bank to the Stapenhill Road. 
 
Access for All ς Stapenhill Gardens has tarmac paths leading all around the grounds and disabled toilets operated via a radar key. A DVD is available 
illustrating the degree of accessibility with direct commentary from a wheelchair user. 
 
Car Parking ς is available at Main Street, Ferry Street, Stapenhill Hollows and Watson Street. 
 
Refreshments ς There are numerous pubs in Stapenhill serving food, also a café on Main Street and various takeaways, there is also a kiosk on the Ferry 
Bridge selling ice creams and soft drinks. 
 
Restoration works ς The bank of the river along Stapenhill Gardens have just had major restoration works carried out and as part of the reinstatement 
works the new steps down to the river were created. 
 
Heart of England in Bloom ς In 2008 & 2009 Burton received a Gold award in the Small City category ς comments from the judges include:- 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ .ǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ мн ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ōŀǎƪets and eight new hanging 
basket poles along St Peters Bridge on top of the already sǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ {ǘŀǇŜƴƘƛƭƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎέΦ 
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Community Use 
 
The park is well used and provides an opportunity to relax in a pleasant environment for residents from across the town of Burton upon Trent.  The main 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŘƻƎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ, picnics and feeding the many swans. The 
small toddler/junior play area is also popular.  The main attraction for visitors however is the river and its setting, with the decoration of floral displays, all 
over looked by the impressive gothic tower of St Peters church. Looking out onto the wide expanse of The Washlands, the park provides a good starting 
point for longer walks. 
 
To draw as wide an audience into the park as possible; 9ŀǎǘ {ǘŀŦŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ǇǊƛƴƎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
which offers traditional family fun and a plant fair, the festival also offers stalls to charities free of charge and attracts well over 1000 people to the park. 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨWǳǎǘ aŀǊǊƛŜŘΩ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǳr and spectacle that the 
bedding displays create. 
 
The opposite banks of the River Trent also provide the venue for the annual regatta. This popular event continues the local Victorian tradition of having 
races and lantern processions on the river. 

 
Fishing ς The River Trent passing through Stapenhill Gardens is classed as free water, which entitles anyone who lives or works in Burton upon Trent to fish 
the stretch of water from the Leicester Line Bridge on Waterside Road through to the Newton Road recreation ground with just a rod license. 

 
The opportunities for dog walking are considerable, and Stapenhill Gardens and the Washlands was ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƧƻȅ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ нм ǘƻǇ ŘƻƎ 
walks in 2007 

 
Survey and assessment 
 
To ensure this plan meets the aspiration of genuinely improving the quality of the park, the following assessments have been designed around the criteria 
for the current Green Flag Award; a well established and respected quality assessment for parks and open spaces.  
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1. A Welcoming Place 
 
 
The park has its principal entrance onto Main Street defined by double pillared pedestrian gates and open railings; there is a small car park to the south of 
these. The gates and railings are of good quality and well maintained and present a positive impression of the park which defines this frontage for visitors 
and people passing on the adjacent road; the frontage benefits from mature trees and high profile bedding schemes creating a very positive impression. 
Visibility into the park is good and the car park sits on high ground providing a good vantage point for those wishing to explore further.  Toilets are also 
available next to the entrance including a radar operated disabled toilet. Finger posts guide you around the site and further beyond. 
 

         
 
 
Opportunities 
 

 Improve and renew functional signage panels, especially at minor entrances. 
 

 Build on what already attracts people to the gardens by refreshing the floral 
features which have become tired.  

 

 Revamp the Dingle entrance features. 
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2. Something for Everyone 
Healthy Safe and Secure 

 
The park easily attracts a wide audience and is appreciated for the beauty of its natural and maintained features. The facilities however while adequate for 
the location could be improved to match the excellence of their setting.  The majority of facilities are located around the formal section of the park adjacent 
to Main Street and are easily located once visitors move on from the main entrance.  Lifebelts are installed along the river bank. 
 
Provision of toilet facilities including Radar operated disabled toilet. 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 
CCTV cameras monitor the site. 
 
The Play Area ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ {ǘŀŦŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΦ  This consists of a large dog free 
area fenced from the main gardens site. The play area contains traditional equipment and is integrated into the overall space. The back drop of mature 
trees with open railings to the front helps to create a comfortable area with a high sense of personal safety.  
 

        
      
 
Opportunities 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ from refurbishment and the scope of this could be expanded to consider the landscaping of the surrounding area. 
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The Water Front and Floral Beds 
 
The main attracts to Stapenhill Gardens which has been bringing people to the area since it was first opened is the river and the opportunity to walk along 
its banks in a tranquil environment.  There are numerous focal point seating areas around the gardens. Whether just wishing to sit and watch the world go 
by or to rest while watching the children.  To protect this area from being eroded by the river, significant bank reinforcing was undertaken in 2009. This 
included stone filled gabion baskets fronted with timber, and a new set of steps to maintain public access to the river.  Opportunity was also taken to create 
a York stone seating area and focal point which helps define this area.  
 
 
The floral beds and swan are iconic symbols of Burton upon Trent and their retention and preservation is a prime objective for this area. Any changes to the 
beds will be subtle intended to enhance their traditional appearance.  This is currently a common spot for couples to have their wedding photos and the 
Council receive complementary letters about the flora beds each year.  
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Stapenhill Hollows 
 
This area is formed from a broad sweep in the river which arcs away from the steeper banks to create a wide playing field. The riverside margin has a formal 
path along it lined with ornamental trees, while the centre has an informal cricket pitch on it.  At the base of the valley banks the ground has become 
wetter with in living memory and a large portion of the playing field has been given over to fen and developing willow carr.  The water level is beinging to 
threaten the use of the area for informal cricket games for which there is strong demand and therefore some drainage improvements maybe necessary to 
retain the current balance between nature conservation and sport. 
 

 The remaining park benches are in a poor condition and could do with replacement. 
 

 Along the line of ornamental tree planting are the remnants of a couple of original shrub beds. These could do with redefining and restocking to add 
interest to the walk. 

 

 At the far end of the Hollows where the path network leads onto the Woodland Walk is St ModwenΩs Well. This crude structure along with much of the 
adjacent Woodland Walk would benefit from improve signage and interpretation.  

 
 
Woodland Walk 
 
First of Burton upon Trent parks, The Woodland Walk now forms a fairly low key extension to the Hollows. The bandstands 
and other structures have largely gone, but one substantial stone built arbour remains at the base of the slope. Many fine 
trees however have survived and line this walk including numerous sweet chestnuts, red oak, ash, dawn redwood and walnut, 
round yellow discs identify the trees with a leaflet created by the Green Spaces Team to help people explore..   
 
 
Opportunities 
 

 Signage and entrance features would improve the public identity of the Woodland Walk, 
especially when approached from the North.  

 
 
  



Stapenhill Pleasure Gardens ς Management Plan 2009-2013 
 

  12  East Staffordshire Borough Council 
 

 
 

 
3. Conservation and Heritage 

 
Wildlife & Fauna 
Stapenhill Gardens and the Woodland Walk area provide a variety of habitats for a range of wildlife.  As well as the river providing a natural home to the 
many swans and ducks there are wooded areas providing the ideal conditions for many species of birds including owls and tree creepers, whilst the damper 
corners provide shelter for amphibians and invertebrates.  
 
It is intended to include the area of willow carr in the proposed Washlands Local Nature Reserve. This designated area will take in the valuable mosaic of 
semi natural habitats which are scattered across the Washlands in a single umbrella nature reserve. Integrating the recreational and amenity uses side by 
side with nature conservation. 
 
The cultural heritage of the site can best be experience through retention of the structure and layout of the parks. It is the intention of this plan to ensure 
that where ever possible the historic character of the place is maintained, with its features intact. Tree planting is focused on successional planting to 
ensure the tree canopy remains reasonably consistent over time. 
 
  

 
 
Opportunities 
 

 Undertake a detail ecological survey to determine the extent of the natural resource. 
 

 Plan improvement actions following on from the survey work 
 

  
 



Stapenhill Pleasure Gardens ς Management Plan 2009-2013 
 

  13  East Staffordshire Borough Council 
 

4. Community Involvement 
 
 
The following organised groups are active within the park: 
 
Walking for Health 
This group has formed with the help of Sport East Staffs with the specific intention of improving ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊ рлΩǎ. They meet weekly and have two 
leaders, one leading a short walk around the gardens and woodland walk and one leading a longer and faster paced walk around the whole of the 
Washlands area. 
 
The Civic Society 
The Civic Society play an important role in the appearance of the gardens by holding annual bulb planting sessions and sponsorship of some of the floral 
beds.  
 
Molston Coors Volunteers 
Employees from Molston Coors have undertaken regular work parties to create and maintain new floral beds adjacent to St Peters Church. They are 
involved in the planned refurbishment of the arboretum and intend to take this on as a long term project to focus their volunteer work in the local 
community.  
 
Beyond the organised groups the Borough Council undertake annual site based questionnaires to determine patterns of usage and also gain an insight into 
the opinions, needs and aspiration of park users. A break-down of some of the headline figures is given in the following pages under market appraisal.  
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5. Market appraisal 
 
GreenSpace a National charity dedicated to improving parks and green spaces have publicised the following market segmentation of park users. This seeks 
to break down service users into identifiable groups who have specific needs so that they can be considered in isolation.  
 

Segment Needs Core Activities Are these met?  

The Great Outdoors Fresh air and exercise Dog walking, jogging, walking 
& cycling 

The compact nature of the park with a well developed path 
network provides well for those wanting a reasonably short 
walk. The different sections of the park maintain interest for 
those wishing to explore and the differing levels of the park 
maintain interest and curiosity. The links to the Washlands 
provide ample opportunity to explore, catering well for this 
group.  

The Sanctuary To feel calm, peaceful and 
relaxed.  

Sitting, walking and fishing. There are a number of seating areas including one which has 
been laid out intentionally as a focal point. The riverbanks and 
Woodland Walk are the ideal locations for someone wanting 
peace and relaxation.  The gardens are well suited to cater for 
this group of users; and attract visitors from across of the town 
in large numbers.  

The Playground Excitement & fun Playing, feeding ducks, 
informal games 

The play area is a reasonable size but contains a fairly standard 
set of equipment which is starting to show its age. Thought 
should be given to refreshing the play area and expanding if 
possible.  The opportunity to feed the ducks however is the real 
attraction for this sector. Over all provision is adequate, but 
improvements to the play area should not be ignored. Ample 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƪƛŎƪ-ŀǊƻǳƴŘǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Hollows. 

Team Spirit Connecting with adults and 
socialising 

Team sports, barbeques and 
picnics. 

There is ample opportunity for picnics or to sit and socialise, 
however team sports are limited to the rugby pitches on the 
adjacent Oxhay fields and the cricket wicket on Stapenhill 
Hollows.  The park is unlikely to be able to cater for any 
significant increase in pitch sports due to the layout and those 
looking for this can go elsewhere in the vicinity.   
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Segment Needs Core Activities Are these met?  

The Disengaged All of the above Events An active programme of events is present helping to broaden 
the appeal beyond regular users. The Spring Festival, Walking 
for Health and Satellite play days are just a few of the events 
that take place on a regular basis.  Stapenhill Gardens also 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
floral splendour. On the opposite bank of the river the annual 
ǊŜƎŀǘǘŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ млллΩǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ 
year.  

 
 
 
Questionnaire Responses 2009. 
 

  

Walk 
27%

Walk Dog
22%Play Area

16%

Sports
16%

Other
19%

Why have you visited Stapenhill 
Gardens today?

Walk
53%

Car
44%

Cycle
3%

Bus
0%

How did you get to Stapenhill 
Gardens?
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  Is the park welcoming  100% yes 
 

  Is the park safe  97% yes 
 

  Is the park clean  97% yes 

 
 
Questionnaire Analysis 
 
It can be seen from the figures that park users tend to be very frequent visitors with almost 50% of them visiting at least weekly. Most people walk to the 
park and their reason for visiting is split largely into four main groups: those that walk dogs, those that walk for relaxation, those who wish to use the play 
area, and those who want to play sports.  This division is more equal than if often the cases, with fewer people attending to use the play area and slightly 
mƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀrea and the scarcity of playing 
fields in Stapenhill due to the typography which increases demand on the flatter sites.  
 
The quality feedback from the questionnaires revealed that park users were mostly attracted to visit due to the appearance of the park. As highlighted by 
the following examples: 
 

 Restful - free fun for children 

 Flower displays and river - well kept. 

 Nice area, tourist attraction 

 Like new steps, flowers, good for prams/pushchairs and families. 

Daily
19%

Twice a week
12%

Weekly
16%Monthly

6%

Less than once 
a month

47%

How often do you visit?
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 Variety and colour of trees, river, planting, and path surface wonderful, good sign posts. 
 

The commonest requests for improvement were to install more benches and improve the ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ A wide variety of other requests were also 
made by individuals but not in significant numbers. These included: more picnic tables and bins, new toilets, a café and more security cameras.  From this 
feedback the priority will be to maintain the aesthetic appeal of the park while looking to improve the play area.  
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6. Action Plan 
 
 

Year 1 

No Task 
 

Cost Lead officer Priority Objective 

Stapenhill Gardens 

1 Restock the mixed boarder. £1500 Paul Steed ω A welcoming place 
 2 Add new shrubbery planting to the centre of bed 19.  £500 Paul Steed ω 

3 Add perennial structural plants to bandstand bead £100 Paul Steed ω 
4 Notice boards and POS signage £1500 Angela Pepper  

5 Resurface the main path as it descends to lower lawns £4000 Trudi Joyce  Health Safe & Secure 

6 Install additional benches by the river £1500 Corinne 
hΩIŀǊŜ 

ω Something for 
everyone 

Stapenhill Gardens (Church View) 

7 Restore the water feature with appropriate planting £1500 Paul Steed  A welcoming place 
 8 Redesign the arboretum to provide a welcoming entrance. £2500 Paul Steed ω 

9 Additional spring bulb planting to provide seasonal colour. £250 Charlotte 
Bodger 

ω 

10 
 

Return the bedding layout to its historical format £500 Trudi Joyce  

11 Undertake preventative tree works to maintain the cliffs stability £2000 Pete Eastaugh  Health Safe & Secure 

Stapenhill Hollows 

12 Replant sparse shrubberies  £850 Trudi Joyce  A welcoming place 

13 Replace missing and damages benches with a consistent style £3000 Corinne 
hΩIŀre 

ω Something for 
everyone 

14 Designation as part of the Washlands Local Nature Reserve Admin costs Matthew 
Mardling 

 Conservation and 
heritage 

The Woodland Walk 

15 Install new entrance signage £500 Angela Pepper ω A welcoming place 
 16 Plant additional Spring bulbs to add seasonal colour. £250 Charlotte ω 
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Bodger 

17 Clear invasive Norway maple saplings £430 Pete Eastaugh  Conservation and 
heritage 18 Repaint railing to match the majority 

 
£3000 Trudi Joyce  

Year 2 

No Task 
 

Cost Lead officer  Objective 

19 Explore the potential to introduce permanent catering into the park. TBC Matthew 
Mardling 

 Something for 
everyone 
 20 Refurbish play area £60,000 Corinne 

hΩIŀǊŜ 
 

21 Improve the Dingle car park and surroundings  £5000 
 

Corinne 
hΩIŀǊŜ 

 A welcoming place 

Years 3 to 5 

No Task Cost Lead officer  Objective 

22 Improve the drainage on the cricket field £15,000 Trudi Joyce  Something for 
everyone 

23 Refurbish the toilet block £80,000 Environmental 
Services 

 Healthy Safe & secure 
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Stapenhill Gardens - Action Plan Year 1

Resurface main pathway

Restock the mixed boarders

Install additional seating

along the water front

Renew the signage

at entrance points

The Dingle
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Stapenhill Gardens (Church View) - Action Plan Year 1

Change the bedding design

to the historic layout

Restore the water feature 

with appropriate planting

Redesign the arboretum to

provide a welcoming entrance

Additional bulb planting to

provide seasonal colour 

Preventative tree work to

maintain cliff stability
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Stapenhill Hollows - Action Plan Year 1

Designate wetland as part

of the wider Washlands LNR

Replace missing and damaged

benches with consistent style

Replant sparse

shrubberies
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Stapenhill Pleasure Gardens ς Management Plan 2009-2013 
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Contacts 
 
Matthew Mardling 
Green Spaces Manager 
East Staffordshire Borough Council 
Millers Lane, Burton upon Trent, DE14 2NS 
 
Phone: 01283 508 724 
Fax:  01283 563 408 
e-mail: greenspaces@estastaffsbc.gov.uk 
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Bramshall Road Park ς Management Plan 2010-2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX  
 
ESBC Environmental Policies  
 

Bramshall Road Park 
Communications and Marketing Objectives 
 
Green Space Strategy and Anti Social Behaviour Policies 
 
Maintenance and inspection regimes 
 

 Tree Inspection Policy & Procedure for East Staffordshire Borough Council 

 Play Area Inspection Policy & Procedure for East Staffordshire Borough Council 

 Asset Management Inspection Procedures 
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ESBC ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES & SUSTAINABILITY 
CHECKLIST 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  


